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Immaculate Heart of Mary Church
1805 Vine Street Hays, KS 67601

“United In Love, to Joyfully Serve”

VISITORS

\We are happy to welcome you to our Parish Family and to share
our life with you. To register with our Parish Family, please stop by
the Parish Office.

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday - 5:00 & 7:00 p.m.

Sunday - 7:00, 8:30, 10:30 a.m., & 12:30 p.m. (Spanish)
WEEKDAY MASSES

Daily - 6:45 & 8:00 a.m. Wednesdays - 6:30 p.m. (Spanish)
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION/CONFESSION
Saturday - 4:00 p.m.
BAPTISM

Baptism Preparation class is required for parents with their first
child and inactive Catholics. Class is the second Tuesday of every
month. Baptisms are scheduled during or after the weekend
Masses.

Any other time by request

Please contact the Parish Office for more information.
MARRIAGE

Engaged couples who anticipate marriage are to contact the Parish
Priest at least six months in advance of the anticipated wedding.
The couple will use this time to participate in marriage preparation.

SICK CALLS AND ANOINTING OF THE SICK For Emergencies,
please call anytime. Communion Calls for the "home-bound" may
be arranged by contacting the parish office.

Deadline for Bulletin items is Tuesday morning by 10:00 a.m.
IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY PARISH

www.ihm-cyo.com
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS & WEB SITES:

Holy Family Elementary 625-3131
TMP-Marian 625-6577

www.ihm-church.com

www.hfehays.org
www.tmp-m.org

ORGANIZATIONS

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS DAUGHTERS OF ISABELLA
Gerald Wasinger 625-5969 Sheila Boos 625-2747
(jamswas@hotmail.com) (barneyboos@sbcglobal.net)

PERPETUAL EUCHARIST ADORATION CHAPEL
Lil Basgall 625-7474




Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time - June 15, 2008

GOSPEL: The center of the readings is found in Matthew’s account of the Twelve disciples (all of them being named
together for the first time.) They are sent by Jesus to expel demons and cure sickness. He gives them detailed
instructions about this mission, exhorting them to give the gift that they themselves have received.

FIRST READING: Moses goes to the top of the mountain, where the Lord once again speaks to him. He is to remind
the Israelites of how the Lord saved them from the Egyptians. Further, he is to entreat them to keep the covenant. Then
will they be God's dearest possession — a holy nation, kingdom of priests.

SECOND READING: In Saint Paul’s letter to the Romans we hear the well-known assertion that it is rare enough for
anyone to lay down his or her life for a just person. Yet, it is precisely in this that God proves His love for us.

NOTES FROM THE PASTOR:

The results of the parish vote and the Parish Pastoral Council Discernment process are complete and the results are as
follows:

The two men who will serve on the Parish Pastoral Council for a three year term are Bob Feauto and Shelton Renz.
The two women who will serve a three year term are Pam Windholz and Pat Murphy.

A third man was needed to fill the remaining two years of Leon Heier’s term. The by-laws of the Parish Pastoral
Council indicate that a member of the Parish Staff shall not be elected to the Parish Pastoral Council. When Leon was
elected last year he was not a member of the parish staff, but since he was hired this past year as the head of
maintenance and custodial duties he and I visited and we believed it was prudent for him to resign his position on the
council. The person who will fill the remaining two years on the council is Tom Drees.

I am grateful to all the people who agreed to run for the council. I wish there were some way all those who were
interested in serving could, but it would obviously become too cumbersome with so many people. I ask that you will all
join me in offering a prayer of thanksgiving for their willingness to serve and their obvious embrace of Stewardship as
the willingness to serve is a big part of what Stewardship is about.

Peace & Prayers: Fr. Kevin

Mass Intentions & Readings
MONDAY June 16 1Kgs 21:1-16 Mt 5:38-42 Thg 2007-2008 )
6:45 a.m. L/D Peter Schuvie Family Budget requires a Weekly tithe of
8:00 a.m. + John Gerstner $25,327.08
TUESDAY June 17 1Kgs 21:17-29 Mt 5:43-48 Total for June 8, 2008
6:45 a.m. + Alfred Windholz
8:00 a.m. L/D Agnes Karlin Family Adult Envelopes $26,360.50
WEDNESDAY June 18 2 Kgs 2:1,6-14 Mt 6:1-6,16-18 Loose Plate 1,237.64
6:45 a.m. L/D Elmer & Lorraine Wolf Family
8:00 a.m. L/D Adolph & Dena Gerstner Family Children’s Envelopes 36.35
6:30 p.m. + Enio Ramirez o
THURSDAY June 19 Sir48:1-14 Mt 6:7-15 Total Giving $27,634.49
6:45 a.m. + Gerard Dinkel . . .
8:00 a.m. + William Bollig 2nd Collection for Forward in Faith $571.35
FRIDAY June 20 . 2Kgs 11:1-4,9-18,20 Mt 6:19-23 Fiscal Year July 2007-June 2008
6:45 a.m. + Amelia Hammerschmidt
8:00 a.m. + |da Degenhardt Budgeted offertory as of Apr. 30, 2008 1,114,505.52
SATURDAY June 21 , 2Chr24:17-25 Mt 6:24-34 Actual tithing total as of Apr. 30,2008  1,172,630.05
3:00 p.m. Reeh / Maley Wedding
5:00 p.m. L/D Sandy & LeRoy Kreutzer Family Fiscal Year End Jul. 31, 2008 -ahead 58,124.53
7:00 p.m. L/D Conrad & Florence Schumacher Family Money Counters for the upcoming weeks:
SUNDAY June 22 Jer 20:10-13 Rom 5:12-15 Mt 10:26-33 June 22nd & 29th
7:00 a.m. + Gerard Dinkel Tom & Ann Schmidtberger, & Debra Staab
8:30 a.m. People of the Parish July 6th & 13th
10:30 a.m. + Karen Key Mark Washburn, Blaine Werth & Andrew Rupp
Deaconate Rite of Admission - Bishop Coakley presiding :
12:30 a.m. + Lorraine Hertel Bulletin Helpers for June 19, 2008
Pam Joy & Kay Werth




Question of the Week

Laborers for the Harvest

The Spirit is present among us, urging us to
meet the challenge [of promoting vocations} with new
energy and creativity. Here are some ways that all
Catholics can help:

1. Invite! Invite! Invite! The number one reason
why people don’t consider religious life and
priesthood is that no one ever asked them to do so.
Therefore, it is critical that people raise the
question, “Have you ever considered being a
brother, priest or sister?” Even if the person
responds with a sense of shock or laughter, the
seed has been planted.

2. Reflect on your own life. As you read this, don’t
assume it is intended only for someone else. Ask
yourself whether you have the skills needed to
serve as an effective sister, priest or brother. Don’t
be afraid to think about this possibility and to
open yourself to God’s deepest call within you.

3. Get to know some good priests and religious.
When people invite priests, brothers and sisters
into their homes and into their lives, they get to
know them as real people. They discover that such
a life can be happy, committed and fulfilling.

4. Be supportive. Those considering religious life
and priesthood need a word of encouragement.
They also need the witness of adults who say with
their words and their lives that commitment is
possible.

5. Focus on the positive. There is much negative
press and critical publicity about religious life and
priesthood today. These issues demand sensitive
and effective attention. Yet we also need—in the
news as well as day-to-day conversation—a focus
on the positive aspects of priesthood and religious
life. Priests and religious, like everyone else,
appreciate a word of thanks and encouragement.

6. Pray for vocations. Prayer is a vital element in
parishes and families—not just prayer for more
vocations, but prayer which honestly seeks the
response to which the Spirit is inviting us today.

List taken and adapted (edited for length) from an article “Why
Become a Priest, Sister or Brother Today?” by Cathy Bertrand,
S.S.N.D. For the full article and other information on
vocations, see www.usccb.org./vocations/

Question of the week for adults:
WHAT CAN 1 DO TO PROMOTE VOCATIONS TO
THE PRIESTHOOD AND RELIGIOUS LIFE?
Question of the week for children:

COULD GOD BE CALLING ME TO BE & PRIEST
OR A RELIGIOUS BROTHER OR SISTER?

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

"The Harvest IHM WEEKLY PLANNER

Mon 16 JWIJ No Class—Summer Break

Tues 17

Wed 18 K-8 No Class-Summer Break
9:00 pm Rosary for the Family, Perpetual

Adoration Chapel

Thru 19

Fri 20

Sat 21 8:15 am Mass, Perpetual Adoration
Chapel

Sun 22 Wee Words of Wisdom at the 8:30 am and
10:30 am Masses

FAITH FORMATION
REGISTRATION 2008-2009

-Pick up your family registration
and medical forms in the Church
Gathering space.

-Check all information to make sure it is
correct and that our records are current.

-Return all forms during your registration evening.
Registration will begin at 7:30 both evenings:

June 18th, Wednesday, for family names A-L

June 19th, Thursday, for family names M-Z

If you are new to the IHM Faith Formation Program blank
registration forms will be available during both registration
evenings.

If you are absolutely unable to attend a registration
evening please contact the Parish Office.

Please consult the letter sent out the week of May 26th
for further details.
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IHM CYO

SUMMER MISSION

The summer of 2008 will see the IHM-CYO participate in two
separate summer missions. The first is the Prayer In Action
mission in Beloit, KS. the week of June 22nd-27th. Seminarian
Gale Hammerschmidt of the Salina Diocese started this program
2 summers ago and it continues to grow. 23 youth and adult
sponsors will travel to Booneville, AR. the week of July 20th-
25th. Booneville is a town of 4200 people in the NW part of
Arkansas that has been hit hard with unemployment in recent
years with the closing of several manufacturing plants. Most
recently their number one employer, a meat packing plant, was
gutted by a fire on Easter Sunday. The plant employed nearly
1000 people and it has been closed since Easter and may not
reopen. Booneville is very much in need of our help. All
members of the parish are encouraged to be missionaries by
doing their part and praying for the people we will serve in both
communities and praying for safe travel to and from for the
youth going on the trips. Everyone can also participate in these
mission trips by donating needed school supplies for the poor of
these communities. At the weekend Masses on June 8th & June
15th boxes will be placed at the exits of church for you to drop
your donations. You may also drop them by the parish office
before June 18th. Thank you for your prayers and support.

All 8th graders are invited to join the high school youth of
IHM and begin attending CYO/ROC on Wednesday evenings.

June 18th-7:30 p.m.-Summer ROC @ Steph Weber’s house
located at 2815 Fort St. in Hays.

June 22nd-27th-"Prayer In Action” mission trip to Beloit!
June 25th-7:30 p.m.-Summer ROC in the A.C. @ [HM.
July 2nd-7:30 p.m.-Summer ROC in the A.C. @ IHM.

July 6th-2:00-4:00 p.m.-Carwash in east parking lot @ IHM.
July 6th-11th-OBOC in St. Meinrad, IN.

“Keepin’ it Real”

Statistics show that 1 in every 3 people will be diagnosed with
cancer at some point in their life. This means chances are pretty
good that all of us will be affected at the very least by having
someone we know diagnosed with cancer if we ourselves do not
get it. This certainly has proven to be true in our CYO as one of
our members has battled cancer since her freshmen year of high
school, some of our members have lost loved ones to cancer,
and many more have loved ones that are currently battling
cancer or are in remission. For this reason Relay For Life, an
annual event held to raise money for cancer research, has been
one of our primary service projects. Through various fundrais-
ing efforts and the prayers and financial support of the parish
community we again totaled over $1500. This is the 5th straight
year that we earned the bronze or silver award for our efforts.
Thanks to all that supported our effort. This past Wednesday the
CYO attended the state of the parish address in church and it
proved to be very informative. It made us realize just how much
it takes to run a parish of this size. Kristen Fleharty, PR

TMP-MARIAN

HOLY FAMILY

Thomas More Prep-Marian High School is looking for Resident
Advisors for both resident programs. Qualified men and women could
earn room, board, and salary. Opportunities for college credit also are
a possibility. Must possess good judgment skills, patience, discipline, a

professional attitude, and a willingness to work as a valued team
member. Resident Advisors assist in the supervision, discipline,
organizing activities, and transportation of students from all over the
world. For more information about these positions please contact:
Michelle Fairbank @ fairbankm@tmp-m.org or call 785-432-1212.

TMP-Marian Boys Basketball Camp
Al Billinger Fieldhouse

June 16th-20th-High School Camp!

9:00 a.m.-noon-Grades 10 thru 12

1:00-2:30 p.m.-Incoming Freshmen
A letter will be sent to all pre-enrolled incoming Freshmen.
Please contact Coach Joe Hertel at 625-8696 if you have any
questions or for more information.

August 6th-Enrollment for 2008-2009 school year and
uniform sale for both new and used uniforms.

Summer Office hours for June & July
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IHM JR. CYO

Mark your calendar for a day of fun and games. The bus will depart for
WOEF/OOF at 6:00 a.m. from the IHM east parking lot and return at
midnight. Registration forms are available in the parish office.

Holy Family has an opening for a 1/2 time Para position to
assist in the first grade classroom. If you are a caring individual
who would like to make a difference in a young student’s life

/70

please contact Mrs. Simon at 625-3131 or stop by the school.
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Health Ministry

If you or a loved one are homebound and would like to
receive Eucharist please call the parish office 625-7339. [ will
be happy to come to your home or hospital room to visit you.
Please remember that the only way we know that a
parishioner is hospitalized is if you call the office.

Thank you. Sister Mary Riedel

? Summer Hours for the Parish Office until

@ =®  Labor Day will be Monday thru Thursday 8:30

S@pf%l—'lgup a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Friday 8:30 - 12:00 p.m..
8 Wewill be closed noon hour, 12 - 1 p.m.

IN NEED OF PART-TIME SUMMER HELP - Janitorial/
maintenance department is seeking someone who is
ambitious and willing to work. Job would include anything
from cleaning classrooms to grounds up keep. Hours are
approximately 15 to 20 per week. This part-time position
could expand into the fall. It would be ideal for a retired,
high school or college age applicant. If interested, contact
the parish office for an application or download one from
www.ihm-church.com and send to Immaculate Heart of
Mary, Attn: Susan Kisner, 1805 Vine, Hays, KS 67601.

Remember that the end of the Church fiscal year is June
30th. Please have any tithing you want credited to 2007-2008
year in the collection basket by June 29th or before. Thanks.

IMPORTANT REMINDER TO LITURGICAL
MINISTERS: If you are on the list for a hard copy of the
schedule, look for them/pick them up in the location(s) as
follows. Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors and Altar Servers -
your schedules will be in the north hallway, either in a box on
the table or in an envelope/ folder on the wall. Accompanists
and Cantors - your schedules will be in a wall pocket behind
the keyboard. These should be available around the last 1 or 2
weekends of the month. Again, if you need to pick up your
schedule in the parish office you do need to call ahead to
allow adequate time for it to be relocated from the above
location(s). THANK YOU for your full cooperation!

< orward in Fait[,
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The tower represents pledges from Phase Il only.
As of April 30, 2008
Phase I - monies collected less expenses  $1,928,070.87

Phase II - monies collected less expenses _1,040,883.54
Total cash on hand Phase I & II $2,968,954.41

Catholic School Families: There will be a stewardship
meeting for those families planning to attend TMP-M or Holy
Family on July 14, 16, & 17 @ 7:30 pm. You will need to
attend one of these nights in preparation for enrollment for
the 2008-2009 school year. Letters will be forth coming ex-
plaining this year’s process.

If you or your loved ones need prayers, call Pat
at 628-1138 or Lil at 625-7474.

Social Justice Quote of the Week - “...we cannot
interfere in one area of the ecosystem without paying
due attention both to the consequences of such
interference in other areas and to the well being of future
generations.” [Pope John Paul II, World Day of Peace, 1990]

attending.

Bishop Coakley wishes to honor all couples who are celebrating 25, 40, 50, 55 and 60 or more years of marriage.
Celebrations are planned at St. Nicholas of Myra Church, Hays on Saturday, August 9™ at 2 p.m. and at Sacred
Heart Cathedral, Salina on Saturday, August 16™ at 3:30 p.m. If you would like to participate in one of these
celebrations, please notify the parish office by Monday, June 30™ requesting an invitation from Bishop Coakley.
Please provide last name, first name of husband and wife, street address/city/state/ZIP, anniversary date and
year married, anniversary number being celebrated in 2008 and the location of the parish where you will be




IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING OUR PARISH MUSIC MINISTRY

Even though it may not appear to be so, our parish is very much in need of more accompanists and cantors - and for
that matter more participation in our various choirs, including instrumentalists other than pianists and organists. We
currently have 8 accompanists and 14 cantors. Some of these can only commit on a limited basis.

We are often scrambling down to the wire to get all the Masses covered. Not everyone is available every weekend and,
in fact, should not necessarily be expected to be. We do not have any more time than anyone else, and everyone needs a
healthy break every now and then. It creates discouragement and potential burnout when some individuals try to cover
multiple masses, especially if done frequently. That spreads a person pretty thin far too quickly. Many of our ministers
have been at this for many years. Never being able to sit with your family can become a bit of an issue after a long
enough time, too. It would be terrible if it would ever feel burdensome due to any of these things.

The load needs to be lightened so that no one is spread too thin too often and the joy of the ministry is neither diminished
nor compromised. Having more ministers should take care of that. This is an excellent opportunity to get more young
people involved, singing alongside an adult cantor. It is something that is always encouraged in various ways — there is
great potential. However, lots of help is needed in recruitment of people of all ages. Knowing whom these people are is
the key element. Music ministers are continuously asked to refer, recommend and encourage in that interest. We also
need parishioners at large to provide input and encourage individuals whom are gifted in music. At the very least let us
know in the parish office whom we might consider approaching. Prayers are certainly always helpful.

Otherwise, we may very soon be looking at many masses without music ministry leadership. Frankly, that would be
rather sad. He who sings and/or plays — prays twice. Using the musical gifts that God blessed us with gives Him that
much more glory and also refreshes the soul.

Many more people need to be sharing their gifts — we know they are out there. We hope that those qualified individuals
will at least give it a chance!

THANK YOU FOR ANY ASSISTANCE YOU CAN PROVIDE!

Bunko Blowout: Diocesan Vocations — We all Need to Help

The Seniors Sharing Group will hold a "Bunko Blowout"  With the number and age of priests in this diocese, we will,
on Thursday, July 10, at 2:30 P.M. at the St. Nicholas of in the not too distant future, have a shortage of clergy to
Myra Parish Hall. The venue will be Bunko and refresh-  serve our parishes and celebrate Masses. There are ways
ments. All Heartland parishioners and non-parishioners each of us can and should help. First, we can encourage
of any age are invited. Feel free to bring a friend! Come young men and women who are family members and
even if you do not know how to play the game of friends to become priests and/or religious. We can also
Bunko. We will teach you. It's real fun! This is going to  become a member of the Heartland Vocation Commission
become a regular monthly event as participants enjoyed to help with creative ways to encourage vocations. Contact
it so much last time we did it. Contact Laura Sadeghi at Pam Windholz at 625-9712. Should you want to help,

635-3323 if you have any questions. financially, with the cost of vocations you can contact Mark
- - - Roberti, the Heartland Parishes Stewardship and
The Diocese of Salina Stewardship Conference Development Director at 625-7356 and he will guide you.

It’s Friday evening, August 22" and Saturday, August

23" at the Holiday Inn in Salina. Brochures are available Community Assistance Center — Garage Sale, 12th and
in the Parish Office. Oak will be Tuesday, June 17th, 8 - 11 a.m.

To the members of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish:

We are in need of people who would be interested in becoming Eucharistic Ministers to bring the Eucharist to
residents on Sunday morning beginning at 9:30. This ministry would take from about an hour to an hour and a half. At
the present time we do not have enough Ministers to cover all the Sundays.

You would be asked to minister once a month or every six weeks or eight weeks depending on the number of
volunteers we have. You would be expected to attend 3-4 training sessions and then be commissioned at one of the
weekly Thursday morning Masses that we have at Hays Good Samaritan. If you are interested please call Sister Betty
Maschka at Hays Good Samaritan Center (625-7331) on Monday or Wednesday from 1:00-8:30 p.m. or Thursday and
Friday from 9:00-5:00. You can get further information from her and, if you wish, sign up to be trained for this wonderful
ministry. Thank you for any assistance you can offer us and please keep us all in your prayers.

6



Join us at Cup a Joe for “Stump the Priest Part I1”
with Fr. Mike Scully on Wednesday, June 18th. Doors
will open at 6:00 p.m. for those who would like to get
something to eat. Fr. Mike will begin at 7:00 p.m. until
8:00 p.m. Mark your calendars

Rachel’s Vineyard Ministry
An important part of healing for many men

begins with a repentance of their role in the
abortion and the failure to protect mother and
baby from harm. This act of humility opens
the door for them to acknowledge that they
have lost a son or a daughter. We can help.
Next retreat: Aug. 8-10
1-877-1-GREIVE (1-877-447-4383)
www.rachelsvineyard.org
confidential

Swingin’ for Support Golf Tournament hosted by the
Ellis County Ministerial Alliance; Thursday, July 3rd,
8:30 a.m. shotgun start; registration and check-in 8 a.m.,
Fort Hays Municipal Golf Course. It will be a 4-person
scramble (enter as a single); $40 per person; lunch
provided. Questions? Call John Pyle at 628-1294 or Kyle
Ermoian at 635-5943. Proceeds will benefit the “Second
Mile Fund” - assisting local residents with rent, utilities,
and other emergency needs.

YOUNG ADULT BEGINNING EXPERIENCE--July
11-13, 2008. Often times, many things go unnoticed in
today’s world. One of which is the personal feelings of
people who have had to go through grief entirely alone.
Think about a young adult who endured a death of a par-
ent or struggled through their parents divorce.

YABE invites those 14 years of age or older to come join
us on July 11-13™ for a retreat weekend which starts on
Friday night and ends Sunday afternoon. You may call
Kathy at 316-777-0970 to learn more about this ministry
or to register.

ENGAGE ENCOUNTER: November 21-23rd, 2008,
Capuchin Center for Spiritual Life, Victoria. Contact:
Bryan & Mary Jane Bachkora, 785-625-5802

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER: October 24-26th, 2008,
Colby, KS. Contact Dave & Susan Kisner, 785-628-8952.

RETROUVAILLE: July 18-20th, 2008 or October 10-
12th, 2008, Spiritual Life Center, Wichita, KS. Contact
Tim & Betty Stolz at 316-796-0553.

Interested in Silver Serving Sets?

We are still looking for a best reasonable local offer for
two donated silver-plated serving sets before we try to
sell them on Ebay. The first is a Reed & Barton
“Provincial” style coffee and tea set. This set/style was
discontinued in 1979. The second set, a Reed & Barton
Punchbowl set, is also “Provincial” style. This set was
discontinued in 1982. Is anybody interested in donating
for one or both? By purchasing these you would also be
helping the Heartland Parishes fund our mass-media
evangelization effort.

Divine Mercy Home Yard Signs
We have both the larger and smaller signs available.
Contact Mark Roberti 625-7356.

Mass Media Venues We are Using for Evangelization:
We are all called to Evangelize...to go make disciples of
all nations (Mt 28:20). Please help us in our Heartland
Parishes effort with donations. The venues we regularly
or periodically use are: The Hays Daily News, Eagle
Radio, Waitte Radio, Channel 8 Reader Board, Channel
14 Reader Board, Eagle Community Television
infomercials, the University Leader newspaper (as well as
online ads and podcasts), the Edge, the Hays Recreation
Commission Guide, Catholics Returning Home yard signs,
our website www.heartlandparishes.org,and Divine Mercy
billboards, yard signs and window stickers. Recently a
parishioner helped us put a Divine Mercy monument at the
entrance of the St. Anthony, Schoenchen, cemetery. We
are, likewise, working on putting up some
www.CatholicsComeHome.org road signs. We reach 15-
25 counties in addition to Ellis County, depending on how
we structure our advertising. This is exciting! We’re
cooking with gas, but we need your help to sustain this.
Donations can be made payable to Heartland Parish
Ministries, P.O. Drawer 1000, Hays 67601

Stewardship — A Disciple’s Response (U.S. Catholic Bishops)

Stewardship & the Solidarity of Mankind

Solidarity is obstructed by the persistence of religious conflicts and divisions, including those that sunder even
followers of Christ. Christians remain tragically far from realizing Jesus’ priestly prayer “that they may all be one, as

You, Father, are in Me and I in You” (Jn 17:21).

As all this suggests, our individual lives as disciples and stewards must be seen in relation to God’s larger
purposes. From the outset of his covenanting, God had it in mind to make many one. He promised Abram: “I will
make of you a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, so that you will be a blessing...All the
communities of the earth shall find blessing in you” (Gn 12:2-3). In Jesus, the kingdom of God is inaugurated — a
kingdom open to all. Those who enter into Jesus’ New Covenant find themselves growing in a union of minds and
hearts with others who also have responded to God’s call. They find their hearts and minds expanding to embrace all
men and women, especially those in need, in a communion of mercy and love.



