The Epiphany of the Lord — January 3, 2010
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Every year at this time we try to remind people in various ways that the Christmas Season doesn’t end
until the feast of the “Baptism of the Lord,” which is Sunday, January 10". We continue to sing
Christmas songs and songs about the Epiphany up through this feast, but the secular world has moved on
long before this. While we as a church were preparing for Christmas with Advent and not quite yet
singing Christmas songs, the secular world was playing Christmas music to the point of nausea. The only
good thing that might come from the secular world’s desire to be “politically correct” and not offend
anybody with a wish of “Merry Christmas” is that the radio stations may ease back on the playing of
Christmas music. Unfortunately, they will not pick it up at Christmas and during the Christmas Season.

We have gotten so caught up on “THE DAY” of Christmas and New Years that once “THE DAY is over we stop the
greetings. | would encourage all of you to continue wishing your friends, neighbors, and strangers in the stores a Merry
Christmas and a Blessed New Year right up through the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Keep the spirit of Christmas,
the spirit of giving, caring, sharing, and loving alive for a week or so longer and then keep an ember of it glowing in
your heart for the whole year so it may be ignited anew next Christmas.

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and God’s bless you. Fr. Kevin
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Date Mass Times and Intentions Mass Readings Parish Events
Monday 4 6:45a.m.  + Ignatius Gross 1Jn 3:22—4:6
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 !
For those suffering from depression,
anxiety, and stress
Tuesday 5 8:00a.m.  + Alex Stecklein 1Jn4:7-10 : 7 p in the Parish Office
Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday 6 |6:45a.m.  + Frances Schmeidler 1Jn4:11-18 " "
6:30 p.m.  + Tom Harvey Mk 6:45-52 # S8 %% ! !
Thursday 7 8:00a.m.  + Nicholas F. Kreutzer 1Jn: 4-19—5:4 C )C : Weekly Group
Lk 4:14-22a Practice, 6:30 p in church. Please
use S. door.
Friday 8 6:45a.m. L/D Jerry and Viola Rohr 1Jn5:5-13
Family Lk 5:12-16
Saturday 9 5:00 p.m.  People of the Parish 1Jn5:14-21
Jn 3:22-30
* % 8:00a.m.  L/D Joe and Pauline Is 42:1-4, 6-7 * . During the 8 and
+ Zimmerman Family Acts 10:34-38 10 a masses.
* 10:00 a.m. L/D Alois M. Rupp and Carl Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
S. Leiker Families
12:00 p.m. + Carl and Rita Bieker
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C ) : Sandra Meyers : Tony Gabel : Katie Dinkel, Shaelyn
C ) : Peggy ) : Angie Meagher Klaus, and Chelsea Zimmerman
Whittington ) : Billie Jacobs
Anna Shippy Michael Gabel Hayden Lowe
7 Ethan Shippy Racheal Hamel Joseph Pfeifer
Katelyn Zimmerman Elizabeth Rupp Trevor Pfeifer
* Sandra Herrman Stephanie Schumacher Paul Gatschet
Bradley Stramel Gerry Larson Debby Pfeifer
, Francis & Stephanie Jacobs Coleen Werth Dorothy Rupp
2C Barbara Carlin Leona Boor Spencer Casey
Pat Legleiter Anjanette Hamel Chris Channell
Dan Leis David Kisner Jim Jacobs
Nick Leis Susan Kisner Virginia Jacobs
Vali Leis Elaine Pfannenstiel Lynette Pfannenstiel
John Patriarca Bernie Weigel Katrina Staab
(Deacon Tom) (Deacon Tom) Linda Stefan
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Adult Envelopes 27,916.52
Loose Plate 1,297.99
Children’s Envelopes 33.50
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Budgeted offertory as of Nov. 30, 2009 $ 620,925.37
Actual tithing total as of Nov. 30, 2009 $ 572,998.67 . ) 3
Fiscal Year Collections on Nov.30- behind  $ (47,926.70) 7 3| : ) 3 . 3 3
I+
, * 3" *9 2nd Collection $ 666.53 *) ) 8 * 7 [
, 4 * 4 ) * $ 825,000.00
* * 3
" * 3 The prophet Isaiah proclaims that the glory of the Lord will shine up Jerusalem and make of God’s

people a light to the nations. The tribute of the nations will be laid at the feet of God’s people and all will proclaim the
greatness of the Lord. As Christ is made manifest today, we lay the gifts of our lives before him, so that his body, the
Church, may be more fully a light to the nations.

) * * 3 Paul writes to the community of Ephesus of God’s revelation to him concerning the gift of salvation
to all peoples. The Gentiles have been established as coheirs with the Jews, and share in the blessings of the promise
manifest in Christ. The gift of covenantal love revealed in Christ Jesus is offered to all.

In their search for the newborn king of the Jews, the Magi are assisted by Herod, who assembles the priests and
scribes to unfold the meaning of the scriptures. Bethlehem, the least of the cities of Judah, is the birthplace of the
shepherd of God’s people, of the one who comes in humility to save the poor of the Earth. The Magi lay their precious
gifts before God’s anointed who has emptied himself for our salvation.
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What amazes us each time when we listen to
these words of the Magi is that they prostrated themselves
before a simple baby in his mother's arms, not in the
setting of a royal palace but, on the contrary, in the
poverty of a stable in Bethlehem.

How was this possible? What convinced the Magi
that the Child was "the King of the Jews" and the King of
the peoples? There is no doubt that they were persuaded
by the sign of the star that they had seen "in its rising" and
which had come to rest precisely over the place where the
Child was found. But even the star would not have
sufficed had the Magi not been people inwardly open to
the truth.

In comparison with King Herod, beset with his
interests of power and riches, the Magi were directed
toward the goal of their quest and when they found it,
although they were cultured men, they behaved like the
shepherds of Bethlehem: they recognized the sign and
adored the Child, offering him the precious and symbolic
gifts that they had brought with them.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us too pause in spirit
to contemplate the image of the adoration of the Magi. It
contains a demanding and ever timely message. It is
demanding and ever timely, first of all for the Church,
which...is called to show to mankind Jesus, nothing but
Jesus.

—Pope Benedict XVI
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C ) 1: =1" {9 ) 7 ? Registration

deadline is early February so arrange your schedules now
to be sure you can go!

T 21 "#
15 &: %%65 %% ! 1Bowling night at Centennial
Lanes! All Jr. CYO members are invited. Cost is $5.00

per person to be paid at registration. The evening
concludes with a closing prayer and reflection.
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+ 19 ) (C =  (for serving as
Stewardship Director of the Heartland Parishes and for
your continued outreach to the entire community! The

people of Hays love and wish you and your family God’s
blessings, peace, and joy!

)

+— < 9 ;,January 3" 2-4 p.m. at Immaculate
Heart of Mary gym. (East parking lot)
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Many of you have seen the placemats displayed in the
gathering space and designed by members of the Jr. CYO
with assistance from Northwestern Printers that feature
the Last Supper and a picture of our new church on one
side and the prayers of the Rosary on the other! A table
set with these placemats would tell all guests “Welcome
to our Catholic home”. They are also a great teaching tool
for children to learn their prayers. Though many were
purchased to be given as Christmas presents, there are still
some available and more will be printed and laminated as
it becomes necessary to fill orders. This will be an
ongoing project to raise money for the new church..
Contact the youth office or a member of the Jr. CYO to
order yours now! All proceeds benefit the new church!
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To increase the true understanding of
stewardship in our parish, the Diocese is
encouraging all parishioners to read and study ;

) 0 ) , the pastoral letter on
stewardship.

Parishioners are encouraged to form small groups (6 to 10
people) and designate a group leader who will host
reading sessions of the letter at their home and facilitate
discussion. The group leader can then come to the parish
office to pick up printouts of the pastoral letter for all
group members and supplemental questions to help guide
the study sessions. Additional information and a pdf file
of the letter are available at www.salinadiocese.org/

stewardship.

If you have any questions about this ongoing process,
please speak to Fr. Kevin or contact the parish office.
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You are invited to join us for the Rosary each

morning at 7:15 a.m. (after 6:45 Mass) at Immaculate

Heart of Mary church.
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Are you looking for a new change in your life
and to begin the new year with a positive %j}ﬁ
change? Only Jesus can truly fulfill the void or |
emptiness in your life. Try spending some time Jl
in prayer The following holy hours to be filled: ~ “*
* %W ! 1>$%% ! ! Ifyoucanfill
one of these hours, call Lil at 625-7474 or Bob Feauto
at 628-1429.

Please call Sr. Mary at the Parish office if you or a loved
one are homebound or hospitalized and wish to receive
the Eucharist. Under restrictive HIPPA laws, this
information is not available to us.

+ " ) )
! ) ) invites you to participate in
the Roe v. Wade Prayer Service and March for Life
Saturday, January 16, 2010, beginning at 10:00 a.m.

in the Church. Fr. Felix will be the homilist.

) ¢D *
“A4 % $ ) 2 2
) | § %) ) 2
$ % ) § 2 & $ I (
) § $ #: - . .
E *F

Begin the New Year with a peace that surpasses
all understanding. We can help.
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Daughter of Dean and Emily Yanda

9
Daughter of Joseph and Tami Koenigsman
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Son of Ruben Herrera and Blanca Marcela Guzman

z % %
Son of Jessica Rae Dreher
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LISTEN for the Lord is very near! May the
obedient love — coming and going, waiting and B “
watching, now and forever. Amen.

- Pamela C. Hawkins
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The Board of Directors of Divine Mercy radio have begun
the process of purchasing a radio permit to build a
Catholic radio station. How large of an area it will cover
depends upon the amount of funding received. If the
building is not completed by April of 2011, the permit
will be lost. MANY prayers and a great deal of funding
to be accomplished. If you would like to donate please
contact Donetta Robben, 1916 Eisenhower Rd., Hays, KS
67601, call 785-656-0150, email Donetta@soulreflect.net

As we celebrate the Holy Family, let us
remember that we are all called to holiness —
to be holy families. In Stewards of Hope: A
Pastoral Plan for the Diocese of Salina, the
introduction invites us to “conversion,
communion, solidarity and evangelization.”
This is celebrated through the love of God and

the love of neighbor. . L ) = )
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628-1138 or Lil at 625-7474.
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e + * | 6 MJoin us in L
for a surprise Christmas Movie. We will serve o
free popcorn and our hot chocolate will be _T

discounted $.50.
- Because of the holidays, our Sunday schedule for free
coffee cake will change to the second and fourth Sundays

I/ &Teacher Work Day! No school! ‘l_

16 &School resumes! KA Kindergarten
is in session!

of January. *) ) on
Sunday, January 10 from 8:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
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Fraternal Order of Eagles #3061
Sunday, January 10th at 1:30 p.m.
Eagles Lodge—121 E. 8th St.
Everyone Welcome
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Sunday, January 3, 2010
7:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. at 13th & Canterbury

Menu Includes:
Pancakes, Sausage, Bacon, Scrambled Eggs, Hash
Browns, Biscuits, Gravy, Toast, Coffee & Juice
: 2 |

Please donate any unused eyeglasses and hearing aids.

+)
Children Under 12—$3.00
Children Under 5—Free

Adults—$6.25
At the Door—$6.50

I &" %% ! 1%Adoration and Rosary
at IHM!
! &: %% ! 1Home and School mtg. in the A.C.!
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TMP-Marian Fine Arts Booster Club invites

you to the Indoor Tailgateon ™ * 0

" 01% % in the Al Billinger Fieldhouse. We ﬁ
will be serving hamburgers, hot dogs, chips,

and cookies from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Free

Will Offering. Come enjoy a meal before the basketball
game and support the Fine Arts.
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Go to the TMP web-site to see the schedule of events.
" =11 g&Incoming Freshman Parent Information night.

C '1 *>/ 3 $n# $%Pre-enrollment for class of
2014!
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&Driver’s Education meeting!
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The call to discipleship from Jesus is personal. He does not summon disciples as a faceless crowd, but as jﬂl | “f-'t.;%
unique individuals. “Before Phillip called you, | saw you under the fig tree.” (Jn 1:35-50). Jesus knows our '
history and our weaknesses, our strengths, our destinies. He has a plan and purpose in mind for each of us. a P
Are we listening? Discipleship begins in stewardship. e
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The next Respect Life Mass for the Heartland Parishes will be on Friday, January 8" because the First Friday falls on
January 1, the Feast of Mary the Mother of God. Please join us in supplication to Jesus through the Mother of Life as we
pray for life, our nation, and that all within our nation and the world would respect life from conception to natural death.
Mass begins at 5:30 P.M. at St. Joseph Parish. It is preceded by the Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 4:55, then the Rosary at
5:00 P.M.
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Our next “Bunko Party” event is Thursday, February 11" at 2:30 P.M. in the parish hall at St. Nicholas of Myra. All are
welcome to joy us for fun, fellowship, and refreshments.
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It has been 36 years since the tragic Roe vs. Wade, U.S. Supreme Court Decision legalizing abortion. Join other Heart-
land Parishioners — Saturday, January 16" beginning at 10:00 A.M. at St. Joseph Parish — for a prayer service and pro-
cession honoring our sacred, precious, innocent, children who have died as a result of this national and worldwide trag-
edy. The procession will begin at 10:30 and we will pray in front of the Ellis County Courthouse and Planned Parent-
hood before returning to the parish. Those who cannot walk the procession will remain in the Church praying the Ro-
sary to end abortion and for the protection of all life from conception to natural death.
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“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more... said that you may be pure and blameless for the day of
Christ....” Come to a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend and recharge your marriage/holy orders. The next
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is February 12-14 C - ) * ! Early registration is
highly recommended. For more information call Dave and Joan Dunn at 785-628-1795 or e-mail at microme-
dia@ruraltel.net . Visit our website at www.wwmesection9.org
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A Heartland Parishioner is coordinating an effort, locally, to provide Catholic sacramental items, devotionals, and light
reading materials to a Catholic missionary order that distributes them in their mission fields throughout parts of the
world. The Institute of the Incarnate Word is a young religious order that was founded in Argentina in 1984. Described
as true to the faith and joyful in its works, it is a missionary order working in the US, Sudan, Argentina, Brazil, Peru,
Italy, & Pakistan. The priests & brothers operate parishes, run orphanages, & teach in seminaries. Visit
www.ivevocations.org for more information. To help with this ministry you can bring Catholic Bibles, devotionals,
magazines, pamphlets, booklets, etc., and small sacramental items such as rosaries, chaplets, scapulars, Crucifixes, etc., —
3 ) , = * — Contact Virginia Hornick for more information 785-301-2250.

No one since the beginning of time has had his entrance into the world more keenly desired or anxiously waited for.
Adam looked forward to His coming as the Seed of the woman who would crush the serpent's head. Abraham
looked forward to His advent as One born of his seed, in whom all future generations will be blessed. David
anticipated His birth as a Child born of the fruit of his loins, who would one day govern the world, "seated upon the
throne of David His father." In a word, all the prophets, kings and just ones of Israel like Simeon and the shepherds
were waiting to see Christ the Lord in whom all their prophetic hopes would be fulfilled.
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